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Langham Oaks News

Dear Parents and Carers,

As we come to the final week of Spring Term 1, we reflect on another busy week and term at Langham with 
lots of amazing things going on.

Our Year 10 boys visited a careers fayre at Colchester Rugby Club, our community projects with Ivan are 
developing, we launched Owen’s morning sports club and we had a celebrity in school this week (you can 
read more later).

As I mentioned last week, a group of boys have started at Build Skills Plus and I went to visit them again this 
week to see how they were settling in.  We have kitted them out with boots and socks.  It was pleasing to see 
that they were all engaged and enjoying their time there.  It has been a positive experience for them.

We are working with Essex County Council with the Essex Year of Reading initiative “Big Essex Book Swap”.  
The Essex Year of Reading aims to inspire every child to become a confident reader and develop a lifelong 
love of reading.  Watch this space for updates on our Book Swap event.

Our Year 6 playground will be finished this weekend and we look forward to that wonderful facility in school.  
We will share pictures with you next week of the finished playground.

Have a restful weekend
Simon Dawson
Headteacher
Langham Oaks School February 2023

In this newsletter, you will find links to 
external websites. Although we make 
every effort to ensure these links are 
accurate, up to date and relevant, 
Langham Oaks cannot take 
responsibility for pages maintained by 
external providers. 

Right place, right time, right thing.
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A Focus on Literacy



Across the school, students have been working on 
complex sentences in tutor time, identifying the 
subordinate clauses. Here is an example from 10JE.

In Year 11 students have been writing timed essays to 
prepare for their GCSE mock exam which takes place 
Tuesday next week. 

Literacy …
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10 Hours Reading (300 Points)

Reading Challenge

12 Hours Reading (400 Points)

14 Hours Reading (500 Points)

16 Hours Reading (600 Points)

18 Hours Reading (700 Points)

20 Hours Reading (800 Points)

22 Hours Reading (900 Points)

24 Hours Reading (100 Points)

30 Hours Reading (Prizes)



Theme of the Week

The Holocaust

Mr Cove delivered a thought provoking and powerful 
assembly on Wednesday for Holocaust Memorial Day. 



Celebration Assembly 
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This week:-
4 boys received a Headteacher’s award
3 boys received an award from the Residential Team

The boys were also reminded on the following key 
messages on how to keep safe:



Year 10 SEND Careers Fair visit
Year 10 pupils had the 
opportunity to go to the SEND 
Forward Transition Event 
organised by local special 
schools on Thursday at 
Colchester Rugby Club.

They got the chance to speak to 
representatives from local FE 
colleges and training providers 
to help them to think about 
their next steps after school.

The boys displayed excellent 
manners and communication 
skills and we were very proud of 
how they presented themselves 
in such a busy environment.

Ms Hart & Natalia
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Community Projects with Ivan… 
this week 7RC went beach 
combing in Harwich and made 
some jewellery from what they 
found.



In BTech 
Construction 
this week .…

C  has been helping organise the store room.

"Being organised and knowing where your 
tools and equipment are an important part of 
being an effective tradesman".
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Food Tech … Year 6 today have been planning 
for their party next week and 
baked a group cake.
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Food Tech …

Year 7 students today travelled to Vietnam and made a breakfast dish called Pho. They had to use lots of different herbs and 
spices which created a wonderful aroma in the food tech rooms today.
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Food Tech … In Year 9 today students had to 
pick a heat transfer option and 
create a recipe that they had 
adapted.
Two students chose conduction, 
making a beef stir fry and 
cheese sauce and spaghetti and 
two students chose convection, 
making a Victoria sandwich and 
macarons.
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Food Tech …

Year 10 students have been 
working on their mock exam for 
their Science experiment. They 
have been writing up their 
coursework planning and taking 
part in practice cooks for this.
Today some of them took part in 
the practical mock. They had to 
cook the control and the two 
batches where they had made 
changes, under exam conditions. 
Once they had completed the 
cook they then had to set up a 
taste testing with 3 participants.
The results were used to create a 
small evaluation that students will 
build on over the next couple of 
weeks.
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Food Tech …

Year 10 JE were at the careers 
event today so only had 45 
minutes for food tech. This was an 
excellent opportunity to carry out 
a food experiment.

They tried to make balsamic pearls 
using vegetable oil, gelatine and 
balsamic vinegar.
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7RC – REBOUND 
THERAPY



7RT – REBOUND THERAPY 



One of the Year 7 boys  
learning a new move!



At Coastal School …
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In outdoor 
learning…
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A windy and cold February afternoon for our first practice Year 11 Duke of Edinburgh Bronze 
Award expedition. All boys in the group took part in navigation skills around our local area using 
OS 1:25k maps and a compass. All carried 70 litre rucksacks loaded with a tent, sleeping bag, food 
rations and a cooking stove. Heavy! Everyone worked as a coherent, resilient and cheerful team 
setting up the stoves and cooking a well deserved meal of hot dogs, beef burgers and hot 
chocolate .

Well done boys. Next stop the real thing!
Mr Cove and Caz February 2023



We launched “Owen’s Morning Sports Club” 
this week in school
• Full points needed the previous day to gain entry

• First session started on Tuesday 31st January 

• Activities include football, dodgeball, basketball

• From 9.00 to 9.15



In Residential this week
Boarders have taken part in 
off site trips to bowling, 
swimming and shopping for 
residential and enjoyed 
playing football, pool and 
table tennis on site.

They have also watched 
football matches and films on 
Thursday night, these are 
different films based on age.

Students also enjoyed the 
opportunity to play cards and 
chat to staff about how their 
week has been.
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Next week we will be 
working collaboratively 
with Langham Community 
Shop with their Warm 
Space Initiative.

Boys will be preparing 
soup and bread and will 
be serving at the event.



Information for parents.

Help and support are available

https://news.news.essex.gov.uk/9j46/sen
d/m4e-h8449

Helping you with the cost of living

https://www.essex.gov.uk/cost-of-living

Keep up to date with your local 
policing team by signing up to 
receive their weekly newsletter 
https://www.getrevue.co/profil
e/epcolchester
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Information for parents.

Changing Lives is offering a variety of FREE sessions to the community such as: multi sport, cricket, 

football, tennis and more.

We are also offering a FREE cooking programme to parents where participants will complete a 6 week 

cooking plan and be able to take home an air fryer, worth up to £180.

Our female coach Ronni plays and captains football for local AFC Sudbury and will be offering 1 to 1 

sessions for girls and boys that wish to play and excel in football.

Our female coach Millie plays in goal for AFC Sudbury. She will be offering 1 to 1 sessions in 

goalkeeping.

Ronni and Millie have a qualification in Level 3 Gym Instructing and Personal Training and will be 

offering their expertise in our gym.

You can also buy a monthly membership at our gym for ONLY £3.99!

All sessions can be booked here- www.clcs.as.me/colchesterwww.clcs.as.me/colchester

Any questions please email colchester@changinglivescommunityservices.co.uk

Thankyou,

Ronni Harrison

Admin Officer and PT
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Headteacher - Highlight from the week:
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This week Wilfred, who took part in the BBC 
programme, Traitors, visited the school.  He came and 
spoke to the boys about his background and childhood.  
We also had a Q&A session with him and the boys asked 
him some really good questions.  The day was 
thoroughly enjoyed by boys (and staff).  Thank you 
Wilfred, we wish you well for your future adventures.



Dates for your diaries…..
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• Tuesday 7th February 2023 – Year 11 English mock exam

• Friday 10th February 2023 – Last day of term

• Monday 13th February 2023 – Friday 17th February 2023 HALF TERM

• Monday 20th February 2023 – Boys return

• Friday 24th February 2023 – GCSE Maths Paper 2 mock exam

• Monday 13th March 2023 – INSET Day – no boys in school

• 22nd and 23rd March 2023 11HP DofE Expedition

• 29th and 30th March 2023 11LT DofE Expedition


