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Langham Oaks News
Dear Parents and Carers,

Another busy and engaging week at Langham Oaks. Despite the very changeable weather, we still continue 
with our outdoor and coastal school sessions.  Resilience is definitely demonstrated here!

We went to see the King and Queen consort when they came to Colchester to celebrate city status.  The boys 
waited for nearly 2 hours to see them.  They were all very patient during the long wait but were rewarded with 
a good view of the royal party, with one boy being interviewed by BBC Look East.

Our theme of the week was transport through the ages, with another excellent assembly delivered by Mr 
Cove. We learnt about transport dating back to 4000 BC.

We are continuing to develop our links with the community and learning beyond the classroom, with a 
successful trip to the Café on the Rec.

We welcomed Margaret Collins and Ben Fraser to the Langham family this week.  Margaret joined us as a 
Childcare Officer in our Residential team and Ben joined us as a music and drum therapist who will be with us 
for 1 day a week moving forward.

Have a restful weekend

Simon Dawson
Headteacher
Langham Oaks School

In this newsletter, you will find links to external 
websites. Although we make every effort to ensure 
these links are accurate, up to date and relevant, 
Langham Oaks cannot take responsibility for pages 
maintained by external providers. 

Right place, right time, right thing.

Inside this issue

• What’s been happening at 

Langham Oaks this week

• Residential update

• Meet Jay – our school dog

• Headteacher Highlight of 

the week

• Provisional exam dates

• Dates for your diaries



Our library facilities.

6BH used  the new library space this week.  
The boys engaged in reading a teacher 
selected book.

They completed an AR quiz, and they were 
prompted about the importance of reading 
and preserving books in the library.

Miss Hull encouraged them to read out loud if 
they felt confident to do so.

A very calming and positive space and the 
boys are already talking about the book and 
games that they want to look at next week.



Food Tech … It was the warm space event at Langham community centre on Wednesday. The student chef 
team cooked 2 soups, a carrot one and a green vegetable spicy one. They also made 4 different 
breads using wholemeal flour that had been donated by Go4 Enterprises.
Students did a great job and we are looking forward to the next one.
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Food Tech … In year 6 today students had to follow a recipe, being able to 
read and understand each process. They then had to use the 
different methods and show an understanding of the 
equipment needed to cook.

Students were cooking nice treats to take home. What 
amazing work we saw today.
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Food Tech …

Year 6 were learning about the points system in war time 
Britain; they had to decide what they would buy with their 
24 points for the week and compare how different things 
were to now.
They cooked carrot scones and learned about how carrots 
were used as an alternative to sugar as they were in 
abundance.
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Food Tech … It has been a busy week in Food Tech. Our students have been completing different units and it 
has been very productive.
Our chef team are going to be working on a couple of big outside catering opportunities over the 
next couple of months. Watch this space for more details
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Food 
Tech …

On Wednesday Food Tech students visited Go4 Cafe on the rec at Old Heath. They met with Pepi Sanchez who 
runs a not-for-profit organisation.

She is an amazing person who gives her time to support and champion different communities.

Pepi has given Food Tech students the chance to take over the cafe on Tuesdays.

This is a great opportunity for our students to learn about what it takes to run a catering establishment.

We were able to meet another group who run the cafe on Wednesdays. The food they cooked looked and 
smelt wonderful. They are from the Hong Kong community that now reside in Colchester.

We will update you on how our first 'soft opening' goes at the cafe soon.
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Coastal Schools…

A blustery, wet and windswept day at the Naze.

Sodden driftwood and deadfall did not allow us to get the usual cooking fire up and 
running so we moved our “base” along the beach to an area that has proved fruitful for 
fossilised sharks' teeth finds in the past. No luck this week, but everyone enjoyed hot 
chocolate and hot dogs with spicy tomato sauce cooked on 2 methylated spirit stoves.

Lovely !

Mr Cove and the Coastal School Team



This week year 10 have 
been commended for their 
excellent extended writing 
in English lessons. Students 
have analysed quotations 
from the novel 'Face' by 
Benjamin 
Zephaniah. Students have 
also produced wonderful 
dystopian imaginative 
writing for homework.



Some examples of 
excellent work in 
the classroom
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Year 7 
Science work 
on 
Adaptations



GCSE and Entry Level 
extended writing …March 2023



Attending the visit of King Charles III in Colchester …

On Tuesday Year 6 plus some older boys went to 
Colchester town centre to watch the King and Queen 
Consort Camilla visit Colchester Castle. A long wait in 
cold and windy conditions was rewarded by a great 
view of the sovereign and his wife as they drove past.
As a school we covered the topic Kings of 
England/Britain in Assembly last week, so this was a 
great opportunity to see the real thing in the flesh!
Well done all!
Mr Cove and the Coastal School TeamMarch 2023
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A wet trip to Wrabness for year 7s to see the golden house and to complete some 
problem solving tasks at the beach.



Basketball options from Tuesday.

On Tuesday during basketball options, we trialled an alternate scoring 

system. For most of the students this scoring system was completely 

new, but every single student took it in their stride.

The form of basketball played meant the students each took a turn as 

being a captain and selecting their own 5 a side team. This meant 

throughout the session all the students had the chance to play in 

different teams with different teammates. The games were then 

played up to 10 and the students scored the number of points which 

correlated to their team of that game. This motivated students as they 

knew their individual score was always a rolling total with the chance 

of being the MVP for the whole session.

Playing basketball like this allowed the group to demonstrate 

leadership, teamwork, communication, strategic skills, and problem 

solving. Overall, the session was very successful with a very positive 

atmosphere in the room with lots of smiling faces. Well done boys!



Rotary Fun Lunch



In Residential 

This week the boys have had a cookout on an open fire 
with a select number of boys cooking for the rest of the 
group working as a team.  

We also sent a group of boys out to see the new creed 
film enjoyed by all.

Plus we had lane swimming on and enjoyed soft archery 
learning some new techniques with the bow.
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Residential Cook Out and Den Building Activity.

The residential 
students embarked on 
a den building and 
open fire cooking 
session on Tuesday 
evening. They all 
worked together 
collecting firewood 
and building our 
cooking station. Some 
students helped out 
with the cooking hole, 
other students built a 
den using camo 
netting and wind surf 
sails.  It was an 
excellent evening’s 
activities.



Our school dog …

Jay had an excellent first day as the Langham Oaks School 
Dog last Friday. He spent time with boys playing and loved 
all the fuss. He helped some pupils to calm down when 
they were struggling. He loved exploring the school 
grounds with Fay and some of the boys. For Options he 
joined Hatty, Luci and a group of boys for a walk. By the 
afternoon he was exhausted and slept on Ms Hart's feet 
during her meetings!
He's looking forward to coming back this week!
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Staff Learn more about Trauma Perceptive Practice
• Trauma Perceptive Practice (TPP) is the Essex approach to understanding behaviour and supporting emotional wellbeing.

• What TPP does:
• Supports staff to provide an environment which promotes the sense of belonging.

• Enables staff to be more knowledgeable and skilled to effectively support pupils.

• Enables staff to be aware, understand and meet the pupils’ emotional needs so that they can make progress with their learning.

• Enables staff to have healthy and helpful conversations with each other using reflective practice.

• Creates an underlying culture of respect and support so that pupils are provided with clear expectations.

• Develops an understanding of co-regulation/self-regulation to guide them through stressful situations.

• Enables the school/setting to realise the prevalence and impact of trauma and respond by building resilience, relationships and safety for children, families and staff.



Information for parents.

Help and support are available

https://news.news.essex.gov.uk/9j46/sen
d/m4e-h8449

Helping you with the cost of living

https://www.essex.gov.uk/cost-of-living

Keep up to date with your local 
policing team by signing up to 
receive their weekly newsletter 
https://www.getrevue.co/profil
e/epcolchester
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https://libraries.essex.gov.uk/news/moshi-has-arrived-at-essex-libraries
Get unlimited free access to The Moshi App when you sign up with Essex Libraries

https://news.news.essex.gov.uk/9j46/send/m4e-h8449
https://www.getrevue.co/profile/epcolchester
https://libraries.essex.gov.uk/news/moshi-has-arrived-at-essex-libraries






Headteacher - Highlight from the week:

My highlight of the week was a one hour conversation with 
our deputy head boy regarding the challenges of working 
with young people at Langham Oaks and witnessing his 
maturity and developed knowledge and understanding of 
the school and strategies staff implement to support our 
boys. 



Provisional Examination Dates
Please keep in mind these dates may change. It is important that students are available for all dates up until the 

official leaving date of 23rd June 2023.

Other Assessment & Handing In dates will be provided by subject staff.

8465F COMBINED SCI: SYNERGY TIER F
8465/1F COMBINED SCIENCE: SYNERGY PAPER 1F TUE, 16-MAY-2023 AM 1H 45M
8465/2F COMBINED SCIENCE: SYNERGY PAPER 2F THU, 25-MAY-2023 AM 1H 45M
8465/3F COMBINED SCIENCE: SYNERGY PAPER 3F FRI, 09-JUN-2023 PM 1H 45M
8465/4F COMBINED SCIENCE: SYNERGY PAPER 4F TUE, 13-JUN-2023 AM 1H 45M

GCSE 1EN2 ENGLISH LANGUAGE 2.0 
01 NON-FICTION TEXTS MON 05 JUN AM ( 1hr 55mns) 
02 CONTEMPORARY TEXTS MON 12 JUN AM ( 1hr 55mns)

GCSE 1MA1 MATHEMATICS GCSE 1MA1 MATHEMATICS
1F NON CALCULATOR (F) FRI 19 MAY AM ( 1hr 30mns) 

2F CALCULATOR (F) WED 07 JUN AM ( 1hr 30mns) 
3F CALCULATOR (F) WED 14 JUN AM ( 1hr 30mns)

FULL COURSE 8552 DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGY
8552/W DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGY WRITTEN PAPER MON, 19-JUN-2023 AM 2H 00M

FULL COURSE 8585 FOOD PREPARATION AND NUTRITION
8585/W FOOD PREP AND NUTRITION WRITTEN TUE, 20-JUN-2023 AM 1H 45M



Dates for your diaries…..
Date

20/02/2023 – 31/03/2023 Spring Term 2

13/03/2023 INSET DAY – School closed Staff Training

17/03/2023 Comic Relief Day

21/03/23 Food Tech exams for 11HP

21/03/23 Food Tech exams for 11LT

22/03/2023 – 23/03/2023 11HP DofE Expedition

29/03/2023 – 30/03/2023 11LT DofE Expedition

31/03/2023 Last day of term

03/04/2023 – 14/04/2023 EASTER HOLIDAYS School Closed

17/04/2023 – 26/05/2023 Summer Term 1

25/04/2023 – 27/04/2023 Art – Controlled test 

01/05/2023 Spring Bank Holiday School Closed

08/05/2023 Additional Bank Holiday (King’s Coronation) School Closed

11/05/2023 School Council Meeting

17/05/2023 National Numeracy Day

23/06/2023 Year 11 official school leaving date


