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Langham Oaks News

Dear Parents and Carers,

I am sure you are now aware of the news that I have announced my intention to retire at the end of this academic year. The 
Trust have gone into full swing to find a successor who can continue to lead the school into its next phase of development.

As you know I have been at Langham since December 2019 and have lived in the school during that period away from my 
home in Brighton which brings its pressures.

It has been an absolute privilege to lead the school on its journey these last few years, and I am very proud of what we have 
all achieved together.  As I reflect on the time I have been with you, we have had two lock downs, built an on-line learning 
platform, moved into and equipped a new school, restructured the staff team to increase the support for the boys and have 
built a new curriculum. The boys have responded so well to the new opportunities they now have and we continue to 
improve every day.

I will miss all the boys and the staff enormously but would like to thank you all for you support over the years. As I always say, 
'It can be a rocky road, but we get there in the end' and we could not do it without you.

I hope to see you all at up-and-coming events before the end of the Summer term when I leave.

Have a restful weekend
Simon Dawson
Headteacher
Langham Oaks School
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In this newsletter, you will find links to 
external websites. Although we make 
every effort to ensure these links are 
accurate, up to date and relevant, 
Langham Oaks cannot take 
responsibility for pages maintained by 
external providers. 
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This is our whole school literacy activity for tutor times this week …

… we are revising connectives and using them to form compound sentences. Last week 10JE received a 
chocolate treat for their hard work on sentences.



Outstanding literacy work from 11LT. 

Year 11s have been working on 
GCSE Q5 test paper 2 to select and 
synthesise evidence from different 
texts to show similarities



Our Year 6 
Playground 
….progress so 
far

#@epe_uk



In Art this 
week….Year 6  
Space



In Art this 
week….Year 11 
Photos



At Coastal School …
Another cold and windy day at the Naze on Tuesday.
All Year 6 worked well as a coherent team establishing and improving our “basecamp”.
The prevailing wind had changed direction from SW to NE. This allowed us to build a Dakota Fire Tunnel
(a well-known bush craft cooking method used by Native Americans to reduce smoke when tracking wild animals). The 
Fire Tunnel worked well, with a hot, smokeless fire quickly established 
Well done all.
Mr Cove and the Coastal School Term.



In outdoor learning …
Great work with Year 7 on constructing their new 
“secret” base in the horticulture area.
Planning, teamwork and physical resilience in 
evidence as all took turns digging and 
wheelbarrowing heavy clay subsoil to build the 
underground structure.
Other boys have been working on whittling and 
general knife skills and laying cardboard as a 
mulch.
Spring is just around the corner. Can not wait!
Outdoor Learning Team. 



Food Tech … Year 6 were baking big today. 

They created a birthday sharing cookie. They 
had to work from a recipe independently. All 
of Year 6 did an amazing job today but that 
was not their only task.

They had to work as a team to design their 
end of half term party. This is their 
assessment piece; they have been practicing 
cooking different party foods over the last 
few weeks and must now show they can cook 
and serve others.

Next week they will write up their planning 
and create invites in their English lessons

Angie and Ms Aldous are very proud at how 
well they are doing.



Food Tech …

In Year 11 our students are currently working hard on their GCSE. One of our students wanted to practice dovetailing. They 
cooked a lasagne made with their own fresh pasta and cheese sauce.



Food Tech …
One of our students wanted to 
practice his piping skills. This will be 

used on a larger project



Food Tech …

This week in Year 7: breakfasts from around the world.
Students cooked Vibibi and Chai. Vibibi is a pancake 
made with rice flour and coconut milk and desiccated 
coconut.  They have yeast in them to make them airier. 
The Chai was made with cardamom, cloves and 
cinnamon with loose black tea and milk. This is left to 
bubble in a saucepan to allow the flavours to infuse.



Swimming 
gala…

It was so nice to be part of this as swimming was such a big part of my life growing up.
The boys were all fantastic and showed AMAZING teamwork.
Ivan’s organisation, from start to finish, was on point 👍🏼
I can’t wait for the summer one now 😃
The students loved it and did amazingly well .
Rebecca Hull and the year 6 Team.







We are excited to announce that next week we are 
launching “Owen’s Morning Sports Club”

• Full points needed the previous day to gain entry

• First session will start on Tuesday 31st January 

• Activities include football, dodgeball, basketball

• From 9.00 to 9.15



In Residential this week
All boys joined in as we 
cooked Chinese food to 
celebrate Chinese New Year.  
All boys helped out whether 
to help cook or to clean up.  A 
big thank you to Sam and 
Ivan.  They all enjoyed a quiz 
night after this where all boys 
were engaged and worked 
well in teams



Information for 
parents.

Your Essex

Help and support are available

https://news.news.essex.gov.uk/9j46/sen
d/m4e-h8449

Helping you with the cost of living

https://www.essex.gov.uk/cost-of-living

Keep up to date with your local 
policing team by signing up to 
receive their weekly newsletter 
https://www.getrevue.co/profil
e/epcolchester

https://news.news.essex.gov.uk/9j46/send/m4e-h8449
https://www.getrevue.co/profile/epcolchester


Information for 
parents.

Changing Lives is offering a variety of FREE sessions to the community such as: multi sport, cricket, football, 

tennis and more.

We are also offering a FREE cooking programme to parents where participants will complete a 6 week cooking 

plan and be able to take home an air fryer, worth up to £180.

Our female coach Ronni plays and captains football for local AFC Sudbury and will be offering 1 to 1 sessions 

for girls and boys that wish to play and excel in football.

Our female coach Millie plays in goal for AFC Sudbury. She will be offering 1 to 1 sessions in goalkeeping.

Ronni and Millie have a qualification in Level 3 Gym Instructing and Personal Training and will be offering their 

expertise in our gym.

You can also buy a monthly membership at our gym for ONLY £3.99!

All sessions can be booked here- www.clcs.as.me/colchesterwww.clcs.as.me/colchester

Any questions please email colchester@changinglivescommunityservices.co.uk

Thankyou,

Ronni Harrison

Admin Officer and PT

http://www.clcs.as.me/colchester
mailto:colchester@changinglivescommunityservices.co.uk


Information for 
parents.

Safer Internet Day 2023
Safer Internet Day 2023 will take place on the 7th February 
2023, with celebrations and learning based around the theme 
‘Want to talk about it? Making space for conversations about 
life online’.
Coordinated in the UK by the UK Safer Internet Centre, the 
celebration sees thousands of organisations get involved to 
promote the safe, responsible and positive use of digital 
technology for children and young people.
In the UK, we are celebrating by putting children and young 
people’s voices at the heart of the day and encouraging them 
to shape the online safety support that they receive.

Safer Internet Day 2023 - UK Safer Internet Centre

https://saferinternet.org.uk/safer-internet-day/safer-internet-day-2023




Headteacher - Highlights from the week:

Safe, Secure, Successful, Belonging  January 2023

My highlight of the week was visiting Build Skills and 
discovering a new course that the boys can access that takes 
them from level 1, through level 2 post 16, into work 
experience, apprenticeship and into the workplace.

I took on of our boys, M, for an induction, who took to it like a 
duck to water. I have never seen him so determined.

A group of our boys are starting next week, and we hope they 
will achieve their Level 1 by June of this year.



Dates for your diaries…..
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• Thursday 2nd February – Year 9 vaccinations

• Friday 10th February 2023 – Last day of term

• Monday 13th February 2023 – Friday 17th February 2023 HALF TERM

• Monday 20th February 2023 – Boys return

• Monday 13th March 2023 – INSET Day – no boys in school

• 22nd and 23rd March 2023 11HP DofE Expedition

• 29th and 30th March 2023 11LT DofE Expedition


