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February 2023 

To:  All Parents and Carers 

 

As you are already aware, I have announced my intention to retire at the end of this academic 
year. The Trust have gone into full swing to find a successor who can continue to lead the school 
into its next phase of development and interviews will take place today. 

As you know I have been at Langham since December 2019 and have lived in the school during 
that period away from my home in Brighton which brings its pressures. 

It has been an absolute privilege to lead the school on its journey these last few years, and I am 
very proud of what we have all achieved together.  As I reflect on the time I have been with you, 
we have had two lock downs, built an on-line learning platform, moved into and equipped a new 
school, restructured the staff team to increase the support for the boys and have built a new 
curriculum. The boys have responded so well to the new opportunities they now have and we 
continue to improve every day. 

I will miss all the boys and the staff enormously but would like to thank you all for your support 
over the years. As I always say, 'It can be a rocky road, but we get there in the end' and we could 
not do it without you. 

I hope to see you all at up-and-coming events before the end of the Summer term when I leave. 

 

As a look back on Spring Term 1, the boys have had lots of stimulating activities to keep them 
engaged, including the introduction of Owen’s morning Sports Club, Future Chefs event, SESSA 
swimming tournament, a celebrity visit from Wilfred from the BBC programme The Traitors, 
development of our community projects including car washing and beach combing, Year 10 visit 
to a careers fayre to name but a few.  Our coastal school continues to be a huge success with our 
Year 6 boys and our assembly programme has provided the boys with a wide range of topics.  
We are also working collaboratively with Langham Community Centre for their Warm Space 
initiative.  This is a good networking opportunity and we will be joining them on a monthly basis. 

 

I have also had the opportunity, as part of a quality assurance visit, to see how some of our boys 
who are working with Build Skills Plus, are settling in. It was pleasing to see that they were all 
engaged and enjoying their time there.  It has been a positive experience for them. 

 

We have also welcomed our School Effectiveness Partners into school and they have been 
impressed on what they have seen going on in school and provided us with some very positive 
feedback 
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Key focus: 

There will be some key focus areas for us in the coming months which will be: 

• Attendance 

• Reading 

• Consistent approaches to behaviour 

• Literacy at the core of everything  

• Meeting individual needed and developing a flexible curriculum 

 

We are working with Essex County Council with the Essex Year of Reading initiative “Big Essex 
Book Swap”.  The Essex Year of Reading aims to inspire every child to become a confident 
reader and develop a lifelong love of reading.   

 

Year 6 Playground 

Our Year 6 playground has been installed and the boys are loving it. I would like to thank Nikki 
Dowling, Ursula Bosdet and Rebecca Hull for all their efforts in making it happen. It is already 
making such a difference. Thanks to Educational Play Environments for the installation. 

 

Year 11 Transition 

Over the next half term some Year 11 pupils will have further visits to Colchester Institute again 
as well as some other training providers such as Nova Training will take place.  Please contact 
Ms Hart for further information, if needed.  We will also start this important work with our Year 
10’s in the summer term. 

 
Senior Boys Team  
The introduction of a senior boy’s team continues to be a huge success. They have led by example,  
championed the boy’s thoughts and ideas and support staff throughout the Term.  
 
A meal for Trustees and Senior Local authority officers  
This week are boy chefs prepared and served a spectacular 4 course lunch to our guests. This 
included salt baked beetroot 3 ways, slow cooked beef brisket with yorkshire pudding and fondant 
potatoe, a sweet lemon pepper cheese cake with raspberry coulis followed by coffee and petit fours. 
The feedback was fantastic and our boys have now been asked to cater for local SEND events in 
the future. A big thank you to Sharon Aldous and Angie Cotier for all their efforts and aspiration.  
 

Safeguarding support over the Half term Holiday 

To ensure we have safeguarding support in place during the holiday period, to cover all our 
families we have set up a rota below. PLEASE do not use this number for general issues, it is for 
Safeguarding ONLY. Thank you. 

 

Safeguarding on call number - 07771376693 

 

Mobile Phones – A reminder 

We would like to thank all parents and carers for their support with our mobile phone policy.  For 
the most part this has been successful with the majority of boys following the policy. Please can 
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we ask your help to remind boys over this holiday that the policy will still be in place in the new 
term. 

To reassure you, boys will be given the opportunity to ring parents from the school landline if they 
have the need, and parent/carers can ring through to the school leave messages or speak to 
boys. We have already seen the benefits to their learning and less on-line issues that often cause 
incidents in school.  

Can I also remind you that the school will not be held responsible for any loss, theft or damage to 
a mobile phone whilst on school premises.  

 

Vapes 

For many years Langham Oaks has been one of the few schools in the country that did not have 
a smoking problem, which is particularly unusual in an SEMH school. Unfortunately, the invention 
of the vape which our boys and many adults in the community perceive as harmless has become 
more of a problem in school of late. Please can I ask you to remind the boys of the harm it can 
cause and ensure they don’t bring them into school.  

 

Uniform 

A reminder to parents that boys should be in uniform.  We are no longer experiencing supplier 
issues. 

 

Leavers  

Sadly, we say goodbye to the following member of staff at the start of Spring Term 2: 

Samantha Quantrill – Childcare Officer 

Libby McCulloch – Learning Support Assistant 

Fay Greaves 

Fay Greaves, Engagement for Learning Lead, will also be retiring after 28 years at Langham 
Oaks.  She will leave us at the end of Spring Term 2.  Fay has been an integral part of Langham 
Oaks having given a lifetime of commitment to the school and we will miss her enormously.  We 
wish her well with her future adventures, which could be very exciting on the back of her recent 
TV appearance. 

 

New Starters 

We welcomed India Hood and Kirsty Deakin-Faux to the Langham Family at the start of this term.  
They both join us on their 10-week placement as occupational therapists to help us support and 
develop our therapeutic offer within the school. 

We also welcome Daley Grantham who will be joining on 20th February 2023 as an LSA/technical 
to join our vocational team. 

  

DATES for Spring Term 2023 

 

Date     

20/02/2023 – 31/03/2023 Spring Term 2  

24/02/2023 GCSE Maths Paper 2 mock exam  

02/03/2023 World Book Day  

08/03/2023 Warm Space Event at Langham Community Centre  
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I extend my grateful thanks to you, our parents and carers, for your continued support 

 

If you do have any questions or concerns please contact the main office on 01206 271571 

 

I hope you have a restful half term break 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

Simon Dawson 

Headteacher 

13/03/2023 INSET DAY Staff Training 

17/03/2023 Comic Relief Day  

22/03/2023 – 23/03/2023 11HP DofE Expedition  

29/03/2023 – 30/03/2023 11LT DofE Expedition  

31/03/2023 Last day of term  

03/04/2023 – 14/04/2023 EASTER HOLIDAYS School Closed 

17/04/2023 – 26/05/2023 Summer Term 1  

25/04/2023 – 27/04/2023 Art – Controlled test   

01/05/2023 Spring Bank Holiday School Closed 

08/05/2023 Additional Bank Holiday (King’s Coronation) School Closed 

11/05/2023 School Council Meeting  

17/05/2023 National Numeracy Day  


