
Langham Oaks News
Please see my end of term letter that has been sent to all parents and carers. There are 
some key messages for you.
Unfortunately, we have had some positive COVID 19 cases within the school which has 
led to staff shortages and the need to close some classes.  This is not a decision that I 
take lightly as I understand the impact this has on our parents, carers and the wider 
school community.  
Looking back on the Autumn Term, our focus has been on pupils wearing the correct 
uniform, using appropriate language and engaging in the classroom.  We will continue 
this focus into the next term.
Moving on to Spring Term 1, we will be introducing a new timetable which will provide 
the boys in the lower school (6 and 7) more time with their tutors with less transitions 
between lessons. We have also introduced some additional options sessions that are 
very popular with the boys and encourage good attendance and a positive engagement.
It has been a challenging first term at Langham Oaks.  We have experienced a high level 
of sickness combined with a lack of Agency Staff to help us with these staff shortages.  
However, I am proud of the way that the whole school has pulled together to support 
our boys.  I extend my grateful thanks to you, our parents and carers, for your 
continued support during these challenging times.  
We are looking forward to seeing the boys in the new term 
All that is left for me to say is that I hope you have a Merry Christmas and a happy, 
healthy New Year.

Simon Dawson

Headteacher

Langham Oaks School
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In this newsletter, you will find links to external 
websites. Although we make every effort to ensure 
these links are accurate, up to date and relevant, 
Langham Oaks cannot take responsibility for pages 
maintained by external providers. Right place, right time, right thing.
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What’s been happening at Langham Oaks this week? 

Our classrooms 
were decorated 
for our Christmas 
dinner which we 
all enjoyed on 
Tuesday.

This was 10HS



Christmas lunch 2021!
Thanks go to all of the kitchen staff 
for the delicious meal 



What’s been happening at Langham Oaks this 
week?  
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11KH enjoying a pizza 
and movie afternoon in 
lieu of a trip out.



What’s been happening at Langham Oaks this 
week?  
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The Brutal Fall of Constantinople 1453

The butterfly fluttered in fear as it saw a whistling 

bomb falling towards the helpless city. The bomb hit 

with a mighty crash.  There were screams of fear 

and pain as buildings fell on top of each other. 

Constantinople laid horizontal. The vultures 

appeared; they went from carcass to carcass 

devouring them piece by piece. 

The number of survivors seemed to increase but to 

everyone’s despair the bodies of loved ones 

increased rapidly too. I was defending our post until 

the 5 year old prodigy came up with the best idea to 

save and influence the world.  It was called peace. 

The End

A fabulous story written by Jack 



Christmas 
Enterprise 
2021.



Residential activities 
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Residential news
The Residential boys had a great time at their Christmas party.
The boys played party games such as cup stack, pin the nose on Rudolph and scoop the snowballs.
They ended the evening with a fun scavenger hunt to find their presents.

A big thank you to the kitchen team for the yummy buffet.

The Residential Team wish you all a very Merry Christmas and we look forward to seeing all our boarders and extenders in 
the New Year.😁



A farewell to….
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Today we say a very sad goodbye to Kate Hart 
and Hannah Slaughter who are our Lead 
Teachers for Numeracy and Literacy. They are 
both extending their roles. 

We will very much miss them and wish them 
both well with their new roles at Colchester 
Institute.

And a warm welcome in January 2022 to:

Allan Thompson – Head of Residential and 
Extended Provision 

Ross Tweed – Vocational Lead (Engineering)



COVID 19 – Latest Guidance 
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https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus

We would ask that boys take a test 

the night before or the morning of 

their return to school in January, if 

possible. This is important so that we 

can be assured that as far as 

possible no-one will be returning to 

school after the holidays unless they 

have tested negative on a lateral flow 

test. 



1.Pre-heat oven to 190C/170C Fan/Gas 5. 
2. Add 85g butter and 55g caster sugar 
into a ceramic bowl.

3. Cream the butter and sugar 
together with the back of a fork. 

4. Add 150g plain flour to the bowl. 5. Add 1-2tsp milk and ½ tsp vanilla 
essence  (more milk may be 
needed).

6. Mix together to form a 
dough.

7. Split the dough into 2 pieces.  Put half 
in the bowl.
8. Split the other half into 2 pieces.

9. Add food colouring to each of the 
smaller pieces.

10. Thoroughly mix the colours into 
the dough and wash hands 
immediately afterwards. 

11. Split the plain dough into 6 
equal pieces and the coloured 
dough into 3 equal pieces each.

12. Roll each piece into a sausage approx. 
12cm long.
13. Lay a plain and coloured piece side by 
side.

15. Place on a baking tray and add curve. 
Add any decoration e.g. silver balls.

14. Gently roll your hand over 
each end in opposite directions to 
twist together.

16. Bake for 12-
14 minutes, 
leave to cool 
before 
transferring 
to wire rack.



Christmas jumper day came to 
Langham Oaks
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Thanks to all staff and pupils 
who took part.  

We raised £110.00 which 
will be donated to Save the 
Children.

Well done, everyone!



In Food Tech next half term we will be doing the following:

• Year 6 - Product Development - The Big Birthday Party
• Year 7 - The Big Breakfast - what do people around the 

world eat for breakfast?
• Year 8 - MasterChef cook off - working to a recipe and points 

for different criteria.
• Year 9 - The Science of Food Technology - knowledge bank -

theory and experiments with food.
• Year 10 - GCSE mock - food investigation - Cookie 

Experiment.
• Year 11 - GCSE Non Exam Assessment completion. This is 

worth 70% of their final grade for AQA food and nutrition.

Please could you help us by sending in sweet boxes, food 
cartons or old Tupperware boxes? We need them to send 
students completed dishes home in.

Miss Aldous and Angie
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If you would like to find out about the 
support Essex has to offer for 
vulnerable families. There are a range 
of initiatives in place to ensure help 
with household food and utility bills, 
essential items and emergency 
situations are provided for.

https://www.essex.gov.uk/money-
debt-and-benefits/household-
support-fund

https://www.essex.gov.uk/money-debt-and-benefits/household-support-fund
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Dates for your diaries…..
End of term Christmas arrangements

• The boys will leave as normal at 1pm on the last day of term

• Tuesday 4th and Wednesday 5th January 2022 – Staff Training days

• First day back for boys – Thursday 6th January 2022

• Flu jabs – Thursday 13th January 2022
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Have a great Christmas and we will see you in the 
New Year

Return to School - Thursday 6th January 2022
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Our Christmas message to 

you follows on the next slide 

……… Enjoy!
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https://bit.ly/3yDQgBP

https://bit.ly/3yDQgBP

