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Langham Oaks News
Another busy week at Langham Oaks with lots going on as we approach the festive season. We have seen a real change in the  

weather with freezing temperatures outside. We have a lot of activities that take place in our wonderful grounds and as such  

boys will be outside. Please do ensure that they are kitted out for being outside in the cold with layers, coats, hats and gloves.

We had an amazing time at the President’s Lunch on Tuesday and all boys were exemplary and did us proud. You can see  

more in the newsletter.

We also took part in Christmas Jumper Day on Thursday and thank you to all who came into school in their Christmas Jumper  

and donated to this worthy cause.

I hope that you found our IEP day helpful and thank parents and carers for their input into this important target setting.

You will have seen in the news this week the increase in numbers of children contracting Strep A and Scarlet Fever. The Local  

Authority have sent all schools some guidance which we have shared by email and there is further information in this newsletter  

for you as well.

We look forward to seeing parents and carers at our Enterprise Fayre next Friday. More detailed information will be sent to you  

next week.

Have a restful weekend and thank you for your continued support

Simon Dawson  
Headteacher  
Langham Oaks School
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In this newsletter, you will find links to external  
websites. Although we make every effort to ensure  
these links are accurate, up to date and relevant,  
Langham Oaks cannot take responsibility for pages  
maintained by external providers.

Right place, right time, right thing.
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Year Group Present Marks

Year 6 82.0%

Year 7 88.7%

Year 8 78.2%

Year 9 71.6%

Year 10 83.5%

Year 11 80.9%

A special well done to Year 7 who are just below the school  

attendance target of 90%

This weeks attendance rates (W/C 5/12/22)

Attendance Focus
Attendance

Target

%



Students enjoy assembly this week – the
theme this week was“Achievement”
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In KS4 English …

KS4 English classes are working on a  
Christmas themed project which has  
been designed to support their food  
tech qualifications. The collaboration  
involves analysing and evaluating local  
American and Mexican restaurants,  
before designing their own menu and  
promoting a 'soft opening' of their new  
restaurant at Christmas. The students  
will have the opportunity to cook their  
menus with Ms Aldous if they wish!



ARGENTINA
Winner: 1978, 1986

18 hours of reading  
700 Points

FIFA World Cup

Final
30 hours of reading  
Star Prize

ENGLAND
Winner:1966

10 hours of reading  
300 Points

SPAIN
Winner:2010

12 hours of reading  
400 Points

URUGUAY
Winner: 1930, 1950

14 hours of reading  
500 Points

FRANCE
Winner: 1998, 2018

16 hours of reading  
600 Points

ITALY
Winner:1934, 1938,1982,

2006

20 hours of reading  
800 Points

GERMANY
Winner: 1954, 1974,1990,

2014

22 hours of reading  
900 Points

BRAZIL
Winner: 1958, 1962,1970,

1994, 2002

24 hours of reading  
1000 Points

How it works: Work your way through each countries challenge and earn  
points for reading (only in school). Can you make it to the World Cup Final  
and win the star prize?

World Cup Reading Leader Board



Books ofthe  
Week

Fighting Fantasy:  
Steve Jackson and  
Ian Livingston

"Walking along the path you hear  
footsteps and arguing voices  
ahead of you. If you wish to meet  
their owners, turn to page 317. If  
you would rather hide in the  
bushes and let them walk by, turn  
to 300."

Fighting Fantasy  
books - stories "in  
which YOU are the  
Hero"



Highlights of the Sports’ Awards day:
• R in year 6 receiving his medal and trophy.
• D from year 7 going to all the tables, DJ booth and admin staff asking them if they would like tea/coffee, then making them the drink then taking it to them!
• O in year 7 patting another pupil on the back to congratulate him for receiving the award.
• A from year 6 and H in year 7 at the front of the crowd dancing and singing (probably 100 children around them).
• B in year 9 showing impeccable manners and guiding younger peers to their seat for lunch independently.
• Luci coming a runner up in the staff dancing competition👏🏼🤣



Highlights of the Sports’ Awards day …



In outdoor
Learning…

This week in a very cold horticultural area, year 7 started  
making a mallet out of seasoned oak. They worked as a  
team using the knife safely to split small sections of the  
mallet handle. We will continue this project next week.
Great work!



Food Tech …

To all parents, friends and staff
This is an urgent appeal for containers for students to take  
their finished items in Food Tech home. As it's Christmas  
many of you may be buying or getting as a gift, chocolate  
boxes. Please can you donate them to us?

Next Term in Food Tech we are going to be completing the following  
units:
Year 6 - The Birthday Party - students will experiment with different  
recipes to design a birthday party menu. End of half term  
assessment will be a small party for invited guests.
Year 7 - Breakfasts from around the World - students will be learning  
about what people eat for breakfast from around the world. They  
will be on a culinary journey to exotic places such Vietnam, Kenya,  
Puerto Rico, India and back to Ulster. They will be completing an  
assessment that compares and contrasts the different recipes.
Year 8 - MasterChef - students will be competing each week in a  
competition and will be working towards different criteria and must  
follow a recipe with little or no help. No End of Term Assessment as  
ongoing throughout the half term.
Year 9 - The science of cooking - Pre GCSE - students will be learning  
about the different methods to cook food. They will be carrying out  
experiments or cooking to put theory in to practice. End of half  
term Assessment: multiple choice exam.
Year 10 - Non Exam Assessment 1 Mock - The Science Experiment -
students will be carrying out an investigation around chocolate  
cookies. This mock will support students to understand what is  
involved in this exam in preparation for Year 11.
Year 11 - Non Exam Assessment 2 - students are already working on  
this exam and will continue to complete coursework and skills  
practicals to put in their portfolio .



Food Tech …
As Year 6 will be preparing for the Christmas Enterprise  
next week, they made their Christmas Yule Log today in  
lesson. It was a messy affair with the kitchens looking like  
a winter wonderland when we had finished. Well Done to  
Year 6 who made their own whisked sponge and  
buttercream. They looked yummy!



In Art…
The Year 11 boys took their mock Art exam on Thursday and
Ms Elkins said;
“Thanks to all staff who supported with the mock today. The
boys really benefited from a chance to work for an extended
time.
I believe most of them enjoyed the experience. It has given a
good insight into how they will perform in the real exam.
I am proud of the work they did in the time.”



In Residential Residential activities this week have included swimming,
sports and a trip to Colchester Castle.
The boys have started to decorate for Christmas, the houses  
are looking very festive.
A big well done to the residential boys of the week, awarded  
for fantastic behaviour, attitude and role modelling.





A huge thank-you to:
• Colchester Bait and Tackle in Harwich Road, who have donated  

fishing gear and bait for our Outward Bound fishing sessions;
• Bobby George, who has regularly donated the use of George Hall  

Lake free of charge.



SEAX Trust Christmas Goody Bag

For the first time, we are delighted to be able to offer a  
very limited edition Christmas product made by pupils  
from all SEAX schools. Classes across the trust have been  
busy making festive products in their creative lessons  
that have been packed in a unique printed tote bag and  
are ready to buy.

This exciting project has been co-ordinated by the Year 10  
Enterprise pupils at Kingswode Hoe School as part of
their coursework ‘Planning and taking part in an
enterprise activity’ project. It has been marvellous that  
all schools were able to take part, making a range of  
items including keyrings, tree and table decorations,  
badges and even tote bags.

There are 50 bags in total, with ten per school in the first  
instance. The bags are on sale for a starting price of £25  
and are strictly first come first served. These bags will be  
on sale at our Enterprise Fayre on 16th December.



Informationfor  
parents.

Your Essex

Help and support are available

https://news.news.essex.gov.uk/9j46/sen 
d/m4e-h8449

Helping you with the cost of living

https://www.essex.gov.uk/cost-of-living

Keep up to date with your local  
policing team by signing up to  
receive their weekly newsletter  
https://www.getrevue.co/profil 
e/epcolchester

You will have heard that there is an increase in scarlet fever in  

school age children in England. Here are some information  

resources that may be useful:

A fact sheet that covers what scarlet fever is and other frequently  
asked questions: Factsheet (publishing.service.gov.uk)

Scarlet guidance on symptoms, diagnosis on treatment: Scarlet fever: 
symptoms, diagnosis and treatment - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk)

This gives the initial symptoms of scarlet fever as a sore throat,  

headache, fever, nausea and vomiting, which is followed after 12 to  

48 hours by a characteristic fine red rash develops. Typically, the  

rash first appears on the chest and stomach, rapidly spreading to  

other parts of the body. On more darkly-pigmented skin, the rash  

may be harder to spot, although a ‘sandpaper’ feel to the rash  

should be present.

It also makes it clear that anyone with symptoms should seek a  

consultation with a GP. If the GP thinks it is scarlet fever the GP will  

prescribe appropriate antibiotics. The individual will need to be  

away from school for 24 hours after starting the antibiotic (or until  

fully recovered if not accepting antibiotics).

Comprehensive guidance on the public health management of  

scarlet fever outbreaks in educational settings: Guidelines for the 

public health management of scarlet fever outbreaks in schools, 

nurseries and other childcare settings. Particularly useful is the 

outbreak control advice in section 5.5 (page 9) and promotion of  

enhanced handwashing.

Regards,

Schools Communication

https://news.news.essex.gov.uk/9j46/send/m4e-h8449
http://www.essex.gov.uk/cost-of-living
http://www.essex.gov.uk/cost-of-living
https://www.getrevue.co/profile/epcolchester
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fassets.publishing.service.gov.uk%2Fgovernment%2Fuploads%2Fsystem%2Fuploads%2Fattachment_data%2Ffile%2F338368%2FScarlet_fever_Q_and_A_factsheet.pdf&data=05%7C01%7C%7Ca4484d5f0e9c43ea6a0108dad6a9899d%7Ca8b4324f155c4215a0f17ed8cc9a992f%7C0%7C0%7C638058320878683508%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=CNFKuBsBAbCRJhQ322XpAnLQveyR5fuzy5vpYN0ZCzU%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.uk%2Fgovernment%2Fpublications%2Fscarlet-fever-symptoms-diagnosis-treatment%2Fscarlet-fever-factsheet&data=05%7C01%7C%7Ca4484d5f0e9c43ea6a0108dad6a9899d%7Ca8b4324f155c4215a0f17ed8cc9a992f%7C0%7C0%7C638058320878683508%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=k9cb%2F38P9j5siQKMuS%2B4Ntwgrd8bbwMriNzfWQfGvCI%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fassets.publishing.service.gov.uk%2Fgovernment%2Fuploads%2Fsystem%2Fuploads%2Fattachment_data%2Ffile%2F1110540%2FGuidelines_for_the_public_health_management_of_scarlet_fever_outbreaks.pdf&data=05%7C01%7C%7Ca4484d5f0e9c43ea6a0108dad6a9899d%7Ca8b4324f155c4215a0f17ed8cc9a992f%7C0%7C0%7C638058320878839754%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=wLQuPutDeBT1Ke9gz98kIhLdZ6jN7hPJ0C8pA0DG7rA%3D&reserved=0


Information for  
parents.

The information below comes from:

In this newsletter, you will find links to external websites. Although  
we make every effort to ensure these links are accurate, up to date  
and relevant, Langham Oaks cannot take responsibility for pages  
maintained by external providers.



Winter Reading Challenge Returns for  
Another Year
EYFS to KS3
The Winter Reading Challenge is back!  
Running from Saturday 26 November  
2022 to Saturday 28 January 2022,  
the challenge will follow the journey  
of Lyra, the plucky penguin as she  
learns how others celebrate the  
winter months. Made up of six tasks,  
there are prizes to all who complete  
the challenge, as well as a special  
prize to those that finish early! For  
more information, visit the Essex 
Libraries website.

Winter Reading Challenge 2022 
(essex.gov.uk)

https://libraries.essex.gov.uk/news/winter-reading-challenge-2022/
https://libraries.essex.gov.uk/news/winter-reading-challenge-2022/


For a second year Battleswick Farm are donating real Christmas trees to  
schools in return for helping us spread the news about our Real  
Christmas Trees and Market.  
https://battleswickfarm.co.uk/christmasmarket-2022

Our beautifully decorated  
tree donated by Battleswick  
Farm which is taking pride of  
place in the dining hall

https://battleswickfarm.co.uk/christmasmarket-2022




Safeguarding Spotlight: Dangers ofVaping



Headteacher - Highlights from theweek:
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Our new band at Langham ‘The Hayjacks’
jamming in the room next to my office.

It is so pleasing to hear a group of boys having so  
much fun, laughing and working so well together.

They sounded quite good too!!

Also all of 9JH have completed their reading  
assessments – well done boys.
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The stunning sunrise at Langham



Dates for yourdiaries…..
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• Wednesday14thDecember– Christmas Lunch

• Thursday15thDecember – ResidentialChristmasParty and lastday for
Residential

• Friday 16thDecember – Enterprise Fayre from 11.00 to 12.30. Parentsand
Carers invited. Pleasebring cashwith you aswehave no facilities to take
cardpayments

• Tuesday20thDecember- lastdayof term– boys leaving at 1 pm

• Wednesday 21st December to Wednesday 4th January – Christmas Holiday  
schoolclosed

• Thursday 5th January 2023 – INSET Day – school closed to students

• Friday 6th January 2023 – Boys return toschool


